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ing new honours for his gratification. Decrees were issued investing him
with unbounded authority over the lives and fortunes of the vanquished.
He was armed with full powers for suppressing the republican party which
was again making head in Africa. In October, 48, Csesar was created dicta-
tor for a second time; and the powers of the tribunate were decreed to him
for the term of his life. He appointed Antony his master of the horse, and
commandant of the city. Brave, but violent and dissolute, Antony possessed
neither the vigour nor the prudence which circumstances demanded.

The rumours which soon began to circulate at Rome of the perils which
Caesar was incurring at Alexandria, rendered his conduct uncertain; he hesi-
tated to put down, with a firm hand, the disturbers of the republic, whom
the death of his master might make more powerful than himself. The son-
in-law of Cicero, Cornelius Dolabella, overwhelmed with debt, had followed
the example of Clodius in getting himself adopted by a plebeian, and had
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thus acquired the tribunate. In this position he had recommended himself,
like Caelius, to the worst classes of the citizens, by urging an abolition of
debts. One of his colleagues resisted, and both betook themselves to vio-
lence. For some time Antony looked on as if uncertain which party to
espouse ; but a domestic affront from Dolabella, who had intrigued with his
wue, roused his passion; he attacked the turbulent mob with arms, and
filled the streets with the indiscriminate slaughter of eight hundred citizens.
He did not venture, however, to punish the author of the disturbance, but
contented himself with menaces and precautions till the fortunate arrival of
the dictator himself in September, 47.
Contrary to the apprehensions of many of the citizens Caesar's return was
marked by no proscription. He confined himself to the confiscation of the
estates of the men who still remained in arms against him; and that of Ppm-
pey himself, whose sons were in the hostile camp, he set up to public auction.
A portion of them was bought by Antony, who ventured to evade the due
payment of the price. He conceived that his services might command the
trifling indulgence of release from a paltry debt. He found, however, that
his patron was in earnest, and prudently submitted to the affront. The dic-
tator remained only three months in Rome. Every moment was fully occu-
pied in the vast work of reconstructing the government; but we know not
what were the special measures enacted at this period, and Caesar's legisla-
tion may fitly be reserved to be contemplated hereafter lat a single view. Two
consuls were appointed for the remaining three months of the year, and for
the next ensuing Csesar nominated himself for the third time, together witii
Lepidus, He caused himself also to be again created dictator. His parti-
sans he loaded with places and honours, and sated the populace with largesses.